West High Ru

Spartans Second
In Cross Country

By JERRY REYNOLDS
Press-Herald Staff Writer

nners Come on BIG!

CIF CHAMPS . .. West
High's cross country team
won the CIF Class A
championship  Thursday
afternoon at Long Beach.
The seven-man team in-
cludes (front, from left),
Tom Purkey, Phil Raf-
ferty, Mike Sellers, and
(top, from left) Tom
Johnston, Bob Clark, Dale

West High upset highly favored Chino High Nelms, and Bil] Franz.
School Thursday afternoon to win the CIF Class A (Press-Herald Photo)
cross country championship at Long Beach State I
College A
South High, a Triple-A entry, finished second in e
its division, losing to favored Westminster High \
School, 51-55,  The Spartans, however, placed two F
men in the top five individual winners. b
Lenny Jay and Jeff Marsee, the green-and- a
white's one-two punch, placed fourth and fifth in the a
individua] standings to bring home a pair of medals. §|
West coach Bob Holtel, who called the Warrior o
- victory “fantastic for this calibre of meet,” attributed tl
DAVE LAROCHE the win to a team “which worked for four years to t
win this championship.” T
The CIF title is the first ever won by an athletic ‘
LaROClle team at West High and is the first CIF cross country
title ever won by a Torrance high school
Mike Sellers, a quiet junior who has been
° hampered by a series of illn and injuries for \
et el S most of this season, came back in top form to win \/
sixth place in the individual race and second in the
team meet. Seller’s time for the 1.8-mile course was
9.09. He was followed across the finish line by Phil
GCOI' Rafferty, a senior transfer from Mt. Carmel High | 1
School. Rafferty toured the course in 9:16 |
Other West finishers were Tom Purkey, a sopho- |

For 10 years the record more who was sixth in the team meet in 9:22; Bob | |
for the most points by an in-|  (Clark. a senior, who was 17th in 9:55, and Tom John-
dividual player in the Pacific| ston, another senior, 19th in 9:59 ;ﬂ
Shores Basketball Tourna- West sixth and seventh men (not scored in the 5
ment was 34 by Santu Mon- meet) were Bill Franz and Dale Nelms. Both seniors, !
jca’s Tom Bennett, thev cleared the course in 10:22 and 10:57, 1

West High's Dave LaRoche The Spartans narrowly missed an upset victory
turned the numbers around, when their fifth man, Steve Kaplan, was accorded
Thursday night for a record| 29th position in the team race, Jay and Marsee fin- | A
43 points in a consolation| ished in the second and third positions in the team | F
game against Santa Monica race, while George Watson and George Halliwell M

West bowed out of the| were 9th and 12th. C;
tournament in three g mes Jay ran the course in 8:58 and Marsee was barely
after losing to Mira Costa, a second behind him. Watson was timed in 9:15, L
62.51; defeating Santa Mon- while Halliwell stopped the clock at 9:17. Kaplan's <
jca, 89-51; and losing again| Ume \\'.uh!\ 39 LO { ;'1
to North, 75-85. South’s sixth and seventh men were Dou e I I \

Malone and Louis Salatine, who ran 9:43 and 9 '»5 ln ma‘ll ’ Msl artars ROll :(h
" races " 5
\})nequss 89 01 e TP Dick |S*'\l”\‘.P who coaches the Spartan distance ::
AR ’ men, predicted the South team would be “knocking [ ' ¢ .
AR Award to SP 0 RTS I i
'3 3 South and the rest of the Triple-A teams ran /\ ‘
| 4 n ' 4
2 1 ¢ the Long Beach course in a dense, low fog which n Basketball
1 ) o .
1 3 rolled in from the coasta ea about 4 p.m. . |
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